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 1                      P R O C E E D I N G S
  

 2             :  My name is , special agent
  

 3   with EPA, here with my colleague , special
  

 4   agent with EPA, and  --  and 
  

 5    with Holland & Hart.  And here is .
  

 6             , for the record, tell us -- or today is, let
  

 7   me get the date, right.  Today is .  We're
  

 8   here in .  Let me tell you -- , tell us to
  

 9   start this out, tell us about your , 
  

10   and  and what you do at .
  

11               Okay.  I'm a  at the
  

12   .  And just day-to-day
  

13   operations of the , you know, that's where we
  

14   , and a lot of the 
  

15   and 
  

16               When you say , does --
  

17             :  
  

18               r.
  

19               Yeah.
  

20               Also referred to as 
  

21               Yeah, .
  

22               So tell us what, what is your
  

23    and --
  

24               Oh, just .
  

25               Here in 
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 1               
  

 2                 I bet you fly fish.
  

 3               Nope.
  

 4               No?  Oh,  some of the best
  

 5   fly fishing in the world is over there.
  

 6               Oh.
  

 7               At the .
  

 8               Oh, yeah.
  

 9               So   And then when did
  

10   you start working for ?
  

11               
  

12               Wow.
  

13               It was Envirosafe then.
  

14               Yeah.  And before that were you a --
  

15   any other jobs in between?
  

16               Oh, I worked right the day after I
  

17   , I started working for 
  

18   
  

19               Okay.  
  

20               Mm-hmm.
  

21               Is it still  or is it
  

22   something else?
  

23               No.   owns it now.
  

24               That's what I thought.
  

25               It hasn't been  for
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 1    or so.
  

 2               Yeah, okay.  And as lead operator,
  

 3   tell us what would be day-to-day a typical day for you.
  

 4               Typical day?  Over-the-
  

 5   coming in, 
  

 6               So we'll go -- we'll go a little more
  

 7   detail.
  

 8               Okay.
  

 9               For those who aren't out there with
  

10   you.  When you -- when a truck comes in, what do you
  

11   usually -- what's your role?  What do you usually do?
  

12               Oh, well, we -- it comes in the
  

13   gate.  It goes across the scale.  It goes to receiving,
  

14   does their  goes to the  --
  

15   .  And then when it's good to
  

16   go, it comes over to the building and we dump it in the
  

17   pits.
  

18               Yeah, when it comes to you, what do
  

19   you -- is there paperwork or a process you follow
  

20   typically?
  

21               We don't get the paperwork.  We
  

22   don't see the  for the 
  

23               Okay.
  

24               We only get them after we 
  

25    and they've weighed out and everything.
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 1               Okay.  How about instructions to
  

 2   treat hazardous waste?
  

 3               Okay.  Once  in the
  

 4    and 
  

 5   --
  

 6               Yes.
  

 7               -- on it, then the lab will issue us
  

 8   a mix design.
  

 9                tell me about that.  Is
  

10   that -- is that your 
  

11               Yes.
  

12               What is -- what does that -- what
  

13   does the description on that piece of paper usually tell?
  

14   Does it tell you how to treat it?
  

15               Yeah.  It'll, it'll tell you --
  

16   it'll give you the  of like if it 
  

17   .  It'll tell you
  

18   the   Then it'll
  

19   tell you the 
  

20               Okay.  And you get --
  

21               So it might be 
  

22   mix first.  Then  and
  

23   then f , and then   And then 
  

24   
  

25               So how do you receive these

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C



Burke Court Reporting & Transcription
(973) 692-0660

6

  

 1   instructions.  Is it a do 
  

 2               No.  Comes over a fax.
  

 3               A fax?
  

 4               Yeah.
  

 5               To, to the control room?
  

 6               To the new stab office, yeah.
  

 7               New stab office?
  

 8               Yeah.
  

 9               Okay.  You get this fax and you look
  

10   at it.  And then -- and then what, you go ahead and treat
  

11   it?  Or is there any checks, you check something, or is
  

12   there another step in between treatment?
  

13               No.  We just go ahead and start
  

14   charging and mixing it, yes.  Everything that was done
  

15   before was all the checks and stuff, the weight,
  

16   description of the material and everything is all done
  

17   prior, before we get it.
  

18               Okay.  And then you 
  

19   And then you wait for another fax to come over?
  

20               No.  .  And if
  

21   it's a blow and go, which means we just direct to the
  

22   , we'll load it in trucks and take it up there.
  

23   Or if it's a treatment, we will put it in the storage cans
  

24   and then take it out to the container storage.
  

25               Okay.  And so tell us about the
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 1   indoor stab.  Obviously, we're going to talk about the day
  

 2   of the accident.  But tell us about, you know, usually I
  

 3   think and to my understanding there's two pits?
  

 4               Yes.
  

 5               And tell us about how you would
  

 6   typically, any given day use those pits to help your
  

 7   treatment.
  

 8               Oh, like I said,  an
  

 9    or we'll  and we'll
  

10   
  

11               And react it, usually?  Is this where
  

12   you're doing your reactions --
  

13               Mm-hmm.
  

14               -- with water?
  

15               Yeah.
  

16               Okay.   anything on that general
  

17   process you want to follow-up on?
  

18               No, I don’t think so.  I should
  

19   have said something at the very beginning, if I could.  We
  

20   heard before  and I even got involved in this that
  

21   people might want to talk to us.  And this is really your
  

22   opportunity to talk to us.  And so if I could, you're
  

23   coming in here today, is there anything you want us to
  

24   know right now or want to say before we even get into more
  

25   detailed questions?
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 1               No.  I'm good.
  

 2               Okay.
  

 3               And if you guys think I'm looking at
  

 4   you kind of funny, I don't hear out of this ear.
  

 5               Oh, no.
  

 6               , so I've
  

 7   got -- .
  

 8               No problem, understood.  I just
  

 9   wanted to give that opportunity, because  had heard
  

10   that people wanted to talk.  And then we start getting
  

11   into these really detailed questions.  But I don't have
  

12   anything.
  

13               Yeah, very good.  So,  we want to
  

14   just talk about the day of the accident then.  We have a
  

15   general idea of kind of what you guys were doing.  I
  

16   wanted you to explain that in your own words.  But tell us
  

17   start of the day all the way to, to the explosion.  Tell
  

18   us what you did, how you arrived at the facility, and what
  

19   your role was.  What was going on?  Tell us your story?
  

20               Well, it kind of started the day
  

21   before when we gathered these drums.
  

22               Yeah, tell us about that.
  

23               Well, we have what we call dump
  

24   sheets, the batch sheets that list the batch.  And then
  

25   all the drums and the waste stream in that batch.  We have
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 1   a guy or two or three of them that work at Pad 4 that
  

 2   generally that's what their job is, to gather them.  But
  

 3   sometimes we'll go gather them, too, if they're busy or if
  

 4   we ain't got nothing to do.
  

 5             So that's what 
  

 6    on that  them
  

 7   up so we would be able to start in first thing 
  

 8   
  

 9               Okay.  So that’s what you did all
  

10   Friday, putting them in the --
  

11               Yeah, pretty much all day, yeah.
  

12               What was your about the
  

13     Was it do you remember how many treat at one
  

14   time or were you putting them in groups to treat?
  

15               Yeah.  That was --
  

16               And what would that entail?
  

17                and 
  

18   , but it was like in 4
  

19   different batches.
  

20               Okay, okay.  So that was 
  

21               Yeah.
  

22               And then your instructions were to do
  

23   what then after that?
  

24               Okay.  Well, got there before
  

25   all of us.  He's there about an hour early.
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 1               On 
  

 2               Yeah, on .
  

 3               And just for the record, that was
  

 4   
  

 5             TEIG/GOLDBERG:  
  

 6               
  

 7               
  

 8               Yeah, .
  

 9               Oh, golly.  So tell us then that day.
  

10               Okay.  Well,  lined out -- we
  

11   had several different batches to do.  So got there
  

12   early so  could line the one out that him and I started
  

13   on when we first got there.  And then job was to
  

14   line up all the ones that, that reacted, if they were
  

15   staged on the other side of the pit in the building.
  

16               Okay.
  

17               So while we were dumping that batch,
  

18    was getting everything going on that one.
  

19               And so getting going, what's that
  

20   entail?
  

21                was , lining
  

22   up the  yeah.  Because we had just
  

23   gathered them all up and put them in the building.  So he
  

24   had to separate them all out according to the dump sheets.
  

25               Okay.  Was using equipment to do
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 1   that then?
  

 2               Yeah, .
  

 3               .  And the  was 
  

 4   moving them with the
  

 5               No,
  

 6               
  

 7               .  They're on
  

 8   
  

 9               On  okay, got it.  All right.
  

10   And then what were you doing?  Were you in the control
  

11   room?
  

12               No.   and I were 
  

13   
  

14               Oh, you were.
  

15               From the other , while
  

16   was doing, lining out that one.
  

17               And that would -- that was a
  

18   different waste?
  

19               Yeah.
  

20               Okay.
  

21               Yeah.  It was a treatment batch.  I
  

22   don't remember which one.
  

23               Okay.  So you get these batches lined
  

24   up.  Then do you -- do you look into the  -- are
  

25   you  at this time, or --
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 1               No, just our yard gear.
  

 2               Yard gear.  Is that --
  

 3               Yeah, our uniforms.
  

 4               Okay.  So didn't require ventilation
  

 5   or any masks?
  

 6               No, because the drums aren't open.
  

 7               Okay.  And you -- and then what?
  

 8   Then what happened?
  

 9               Okay.  Well,  and I was
  

10   dumping the batch while  was lining them others up.
  

11   And then we got done.  And  was done.  And  was in
  

12   the office calling the lab for the dumping order.
  

13               Okay.
  

14                 But then 
  

15   have right on there it says call lab for dumping order in
  

16   case there's like different waste streams, like A's, B's,
  

17   or C's, you know, you dump your E's, A's, and -- E, C's
  

18   and A's is how it usually is.  And then they'll, they'll
  

19   give you, the lab girls will give you the instructions on
  

20   how to dump it, in which order, and stuff.
  

21               Okay.
  

22               So we got done dumping that batch.
  

23    was in there.   was already suited up.  And 
  

24   just gotten off the phone with the lab and had it written
  

25   down on -- because then we handwrite it on the dump sheet,
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(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (6), (  

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)(b) (6), (  

(b) (6), (  



Burke Court Reporting & Transcription
(973) 692-0660

13

  

 1   too, usually up at the top or somewhere in the middle.
  

 2               Okay.
  

 3               Yeah.  And I asked  are you ready
  

 4   and  was suited up.  Yeah.  I said you've got the
  

 5   dumping order.  , yeah, the lab told us dump the 43
  

 6   drums spray bar running, and mix, and let it react out.
  

 7   And if it doesn't react, then we could add 30 more, but
  

 8   for no more than that.
  

 9               And when you say react out, is that a
  

10   visual observation?
  

11               Yeah.  It'll -- usually when we do
  

12   like the metal fines and stuff, you'll see it in the pit
  

13   when you mix it with the water.  It'll bubble and off-gas
  

14   and stuff, yeah.
  

15               So you have treated metal fines
  

16   before.
  

17               Oh, yeah.
  

18               Is it a common practice?
  

19               Yeah.  Usually, we put 800 to 1,000
  

20   gallons of water in the pit before we start, so there's
  

21   water in there.  And then we turn on a big fire hose, turn
  

22   it to where it's, it's misting the whole pit to keep the
  

23   dust down.
  

24               Okay, yeah.  Was that -- I'm
  

25   sorry, was that considered, what, the spray bar --
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 1               Yeah, well --
  

 2               -- or the fire hose or is that
  

 3   different?
  

 4               The fire hose is different from the
  

 5   spray bar.  The spray bars that we have now just shoots
  

 6   out just like a stream real and it don't -- won't keep the
  

 7   dust down.  So we use a fire hose and turn the nozzle to
  

 8   where it makes a great big mist inside the whole pit and
  

 9   keeps the dust down.
  

10               So you've been doing metal
  

11   fines.  It's a common practice.
  

12               Yeah.
  

13               Magnesium, have you got specific
  

14   with magnesium, something that's common?
  

15               Yeah, we've done it before, yeah.
  

16               Do you remember the last time
  

17   you did it before this one?
  

18               No, uh-uh.
  

19               Do you see when this -- when
  

20   this particular magnesium waste came in for treatment, did
  

21   you know what you were treating?  Is it -- is it obvious
  

22   to you guys that are in operations that it was a magnesium
  

23   reaction?
  

24               Oh.
  

25               On the batch sheet or something?
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(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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 1   I mean did you know --
  

 2               No, because usually we just have the
  

 3   generator's name on there, on the dump sheets, yeah.  And,
  

 4   and then the code what the waste is.
  

 5               Okay.  But you've done -- you've
  

 6   done metal fines.
  

 7               Oh, yeah.
  

 8               It's common to do metal fines.
  

 9               Mm-hmm.
  

10               And you're also familiar with
  

11   magnesium.
  

12               Mm-hmm.
  

13               And reacting out magnesium --
  

14               Mm-hmm.
  

15               -- for treatment.  Anything
  

16   different about this one prior to, of course, the
  

17   explosion?
  

18               The only thing that was odd to me
  

19   was just the number.
  

20               What, explain, what do you mean?
  

21               The number of containers that we
  

22   were doing.
  

23               Why was that odd?
  

24               Because we usually just string them
  

25   out in batches, you know, four or five here, four or five

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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 1   there.
  

 2               Okay.  I still need help.  So a
  

 3   batch.  The numbers were odd to you because in this case
  

 4   -- let me go with something I think that's familiar to me.
  

 5   In this case you've got four batches?
  

 6               Mm-hmm.
  

 7               Okay.  You've got four batches.
  

 8   And we know that like the first three batches had I think
  

 9   30 containers in them.  And then the last one --
  

10               And then one was 
  

11               
  

12               That was the first one we dumped.
  

13                was the first one you dumped.
  

14               Yeah.
  

15               So you've got four batches.  Now
  

16   you said this one was different because in other batches
  

17   you normally only have four containers.
  

18               Yeah.
  

19               Four or five containers.
  

20               Yeah.
  

21               Of equal size?  Because these
  

22   were like , .  And this
  

23   one had some  something
  

24   smaller, which is why the number was  we're told.
  

25               I didn't -- I don't remember seeing
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 1   any 15 gallon ones.  They could have been overpacked in
  

 2   the 30's, yeah.
  

 3               Okay.  Go back to your -- the
  

 4   difference that you noted.  You noted that there was a
  

 5   difference with this, these batches because there were
  

 6   more containers in them?
  

 7               Yeah.  It was just a straight line
  

 8   item of, you know, a big large line item of it.
  

 9               Was the amount of material going to
  

10   be treated also more voluminous or is it about the same,
  

11   it was just different, just packed differently?
  

12               I don't know, because usually there
  

13   are four or five different, you know, four or five drums.
  

14   And, you know, I don't know what the heck they weigh.  A
  

15   drum might weigh 400 pounds each or something like that.
  

16               Yeah, that's a good point, yeah.
  

17   So when you say there's -- so you can have -- one of these
  

18   batches, not the one with 43, these other 3 batches, they
  

19   all had to my understanding they were 30 gallon
  

20   containers.
  

21               Yeah.  Everything I saw there was 30
  

22   gallon, yeah.
  

23               Okay.  So these are 
  

24    
  

25   But in the past,  there have been four containers.

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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 1   Are those also four 30 gallon containers --
  

 2               No.  We usually get it in 55 gallon
  

 3   drums, yeah.
  

 4               Okay.  So you're usually getting
  

 5     And as you said there is a weight to
  

 6   that.  And they are like 1,000, 800 to 1,000 pounds maybe
  

 7   or what did you say?
  

 8               4, 5, 600 pounds drums, yeah.
  

 9               So is your treatment -- so, so
  

10   would it be would these reactions, these batches be
  

11   similar based on their weights at this time?  If you have
  

12   4 or 5 at 400 pounds, we're only at 1,200 pounds.  But if
  

13   you've got thirty 30 gallon containers, there must have
  

14   been a weight to that which we can figure out.
  

15               Yeah.
  

16               Were the weights approximately
  

17   the same, but the containers, the only difference is
  

18   you're noticing smaller containers, more smaller
  

19   containers versus --
  

20               I imagine the weight is different,
  

21   too, yeah.
  

22               You think the weight was more or
  

23   less?
  

24               Probably more.   you know,
  

25   
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 1   
  

 2               Did it strike you as odd when
  

 3   you received a batch that big or not, not so much?
  

 4               Not so much.
  

 5               Is it normal --
  

 6               It was just different, yeah.
  

 7               Okay, okay.  Fair enough.
  

 8               And in different, was it -- did it
  

 9   occur to you, did it seem that you were treating too much
  

10   at one time or, or is this a lot, or --
  

11               Just it was a lot, yeah.
  

12               So I took us off track.  Sorry
  

13   about that.
  

14               It's okay.
  

15               I think then we were talking
  

16   about, where we were at, what you were -- you put them in.
  

17   You were told to ask for a reaction.  So you guys were
  

18   probably --
  

19               Yeah.  He had it written on the dump
  

20   sheet, dump whatever it was, spray bars running, let react
  

21   out.  If -- and clay to dry.  That's what that process
  

22   would have been.  These were direct dispose.  They weren't
  

23   going to be post-treated or PTT.
  

24               Okay.
  

25               Yeah.
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 1               So then what happened?
  

 2               Then we went out.  Alex suited up.
  

 3   I got in the loader.  He had all the bands cut.  And I
  

 4   started grabbing the drums and putting them in front of
  

 5   the pit.  And he was opening them.
  

 6               And you were grabbing them with just
  

 7   hand, hand rolling them?
  

 8               No.  930 loader with squeezers on
  

 9   it.
  

10               Squeezers are fork type --
  

11               No.  They're a squeezer that'll come
  

12   up and just grab the -- grab the drum, hydraulic
  

13   squeezers.
  

14               Okay, okay.  And you're -- so you're
  

15   moving them, putting them near the edge of the indoor
  

16   stab.
  

17               Yeah, yeah.
  

18               And then  by hand opening these
  

19   up or how would he, he open up these?
  

20               Oh, air gun.
  

21               Air gun?
  

22               Yeah.
  

23               Tell us about that.
  

24               Just a rattle gun.  Just zip the
  

25   rings and --
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 1               You're talking to 
  

 2   .  So rattle guns are like cool so
  

 3   we want to hear about it.
  

 4               Oh.  It's just an air gun.
  

 5               Yeah, just an air gun.  Takes
  

 6   the bolt and --
  

 7               Just like you would a tire?
  

 8               Mm-hmm, mm-hmm.
  

 9               Same type of --
  

10               Yeah.
  

11               NASCAR style?
  

12               Yeah.
  

13               Okay.  Then, then what happened?
  

14               He just pulls the rings down, pulls
  

15   the lids, sets the lids off to the side.  And then I go up
  

16   with the squeezers, take them in the pit, and turn the
  

17   over and dump them.
  

18               Anything unusual looking when you
  

19   guys did that?
  

20               No.  I even noticed a couple of
  

21   times, you can see it was just powder.
  

22               Was looking at it?
  

23               Yeah.
  

24               Okay.  So how many, you know, you
  

25   started doing this.  Did you see a reaction from the pit
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 1   then?
  

 2               No.  Because I wouldn’t have seen it
  

 3   in the loader from where I was sitting.  I can't see in
  

 4   the pit.
  

 5               Oh, okay, you're back.
  

 6               Yeah.
  

 7               Okay.
  

 8               Yeah.  When I'm -- even when I'm in
  

 9   the loader, I'm maybe from here to the wall, so I can't
  

10   see into the bottom of the pit.  But  was always
  

11   looking, because he's, he's always looking for reactions.
  

12   He, he liked that kind of shit.
  

13               Sure.
  

14               So he never seen nothing.  He never
  

15   said nothing.  So we just kept dumping them.
  

16               Okay.
  

17               That first batch.
  

18               Yeah.
  

19               That 43.
  

20               Mm-hmm.
  

21               How many do you think -- how much of
  

22   the batch did you think you guys dumped in?
  

23               All of it.
  

24               So you got all 43 in?
  

25               All 43 containers go in at one
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 1   time, okay.
  

 2               Mm-hmm, mm-hmm.
  

 3               At one time, okay.  Then what
  

 4   happened.
  

 5               And then I got out of the loader.  I
  

 6   parked the loader.  -- this is the part I don't like,
  

 7   because everybody else was up at break.  And I usually
  

 8   send Alex to break when we're done and I go up and mix it.
  

 9   So I just told Alex run in there and mix it real quick,
  

10   stir it up, get it mixed into the water, and I'll go cut
  

11   the bands on the other drums to get them going, because I
  

12   send all those guys to break and I stay there and do
  

13   whatever.  And then when they come back, I go to break.
  

14             So had gone in the hoe.  And I remember
  

15   going and getting the shears, the little tin snips, and he
  

16   had -- he was already pulling it down.  And I walked out
  

17   of the building and I went over to start cutting the
  

18   bands.  And then that's when everything went black.  The
  

19   last thing I remember was just being sucked up like a
  

20   vacuum cleaner.
  

21               And then you ended up where?
  

22               Out at the edge of the asphalt.  So
  

23   it picked me up and threw me about 70, 70-80 feet.
  

24               Sorry about that.  It's not fun
  

25   to bring this up and talk about it.  We appreciate your
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 1   testimony.
  

 2               I, I never even heard the explosion.
  

 3   They said -- what, what do you get before the explosion?
  

 4   Not a sound wave.
  

 5               Pressure wave?
  

 6               What is that?
  

 7               Like sucking?
  

 8               I don't know.  There is something
  

 9   before an explosion.  I don't know what it is.  But,
  

10   anyway, they said that's what blew my ear out and threw
  

11   me, and stuff.
  

12               Okay, okay.  I don't have
  

13   anything else.
  

14               I don't think I do, either.  I just
  

15   want to recognize your time here today.  It's a sensitive
  

16   matter, this trauma.  No one is designed for trauma like
  

17   this.
  

18               No.
  

19               And we're thankful for you to speak
  

20   to us today.  I know it's not fun.  But we also recognize
  

21   that, you know, it's -- you know, there's a lot of valor
  

22   here, so thank you.  We appreciate your time.
  

23               And if you think of anything
  

24   later, you can just get a hold of one of these two guys
  

25   and if you -- something if you remember, if you think you
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 1   recall something later that might help us, or if you want
  

 2   -- something you want us to know.  We're just here to let
  

 3   you guys talk and tell us about the experience.  So --
  

 4               Okay.
  

 5               We appreciate it.
  

 6               That's all.  Thank you, sir.
  

 7                        (End of Interview)
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